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JKwuit kora-To KOpoJib; ObLT OH OOJBHOM, 1 HUKTO YK€ He BEPHJI, YTO OH CMOXKET KOrJa-HHOYIb
BBI3JJOPOBETh. A OBbLJIO Y KOPOJIsl TPU ChIHA; BOT 3alevaiIiCh OHU U3-32 3TOrO, COLIUIM BHU3 B
KOPOJIEBCKUI cajl 1 3aruiakaiad. Ho moBcrpevasicss UM B caly KaKoW-TO CTapHK, CTaJ IIPO UX rope
paccripammBath. OHM €My TOBOPSIT, UTO OTell y HUX CHUJIBHO OOJIEH, HABEPHO, TIOMPET, a IIOMOYb eMYy
HHUKaK HEBO3MOKHO. A CTapUK U TOBOPUT:

— 41 3Hal0 ele OIHO CPEeCTBO, — 3TO KMBAsS BOJA; €CJIA KTO TOU BOJIbI HAMBETCS, TO CHOBA BbI3I0POBEET;
HO BOJy 3TY HaliTU HEJIETKO.

Crapiuvii CbIH ¥ TOBOPMT:

— Vi 4 3Ty BOAy Hauy.

[Toren oH K 60JIBHOMY KOPOJIIO, HAYaJl €r0 MPOCUTh, YTOO TOT OTIYCTHJI €0 Ha IOMCKH KHUBOU BOJIBI, UTO
3TO TOJBKO U MOXKET €ro UCLIEIUTb.

— Her, — cka3as KopoJib, — 3TO J€JI0 CIUIIKOM ONACHOE, YXK JIyYIlle MHE YMEPETb.

Ho cbIH f0ir0 ero ynpaimmsai, U, HakOHel, KOpoJib corylacuiics. A NMpuHL nogymai B ayme: «[Ipunecy s
TY BOJY, CTaHy y OTLIa CAMbIM JIOOMMBIM CHIHOM U HACJIE/1yl0 KOPOJIEBCTBOY.

W oH nBUHYJICA B IyTh-JOPOTY; MPOEXaj OH HEKOTOPOE BpeMs, IJIsiIb — CTOUT Ha JIOpOre KapJiuK.
Kapnuk OKJIMKHYJI €ro ¥ TOBOPUT:

— Kyna 310 T8I Tak TOpOonuiibes?

— I'ymnbiil Masblin, — ropio OTBETHJI MPUHI, — TeOe 00 3TOM He3aueM 3HaTh, — M TIOCKaKas AajblIle.
PasraeBasics MasleHbKMIA YeJIOBEYEK U Moxxesias eMy 3i1a. [lonan npuHIl BCKkope B TOPHOE YIIEbe, U YeM
JaJblie OH exall, TeM Bce OOJIbIIe CXOJUIIMCh FOPbl, M HAKOHEI] JOpOra cTajla Takasl y3Kasi, 4To Jablie
HEJIb351 OBUIO M Iary CTYNUTh; HEBO3MOKHO ObLJIO M KOHSI IOBEPHYTh MJIM BCTATh C CEUIA; U BOT OUYTHIICS
NIPYHII B3alepTH B cKanax. [loiroe Bpems mposx/a ero 60JIbHOM KOPOJib, HO OH BCE HE BO3BpAIIAJICS.
['oBopUT TOr/IA CpETHUM CBIH:

— Oren, JO3BOJIbTE MHE OTIPABUTHCS HA TIOMCKH KUBOM BOJIBI, — a caMm Ipo cedst nogymai: «Eciu Gpat
MOW yMep, TO KOPOJIEBCTBO JOCTAHETCS MHE.

Koposb moHavasy Toxke He XOTeJ ero OTIyCKaTh, HO HAKOHEI YCTYNHJI ero npockOam. [Toexan npuHil Toi
K€ JOPOTOH, YTO M ero Opar, U TOXKe MOBCTPEYaJICs eMy KapJIMK, KOTOPBIH €ro OCTAaHOBIJI U CITPOCHII,
KYy/la 3TO OH TaK TOPOIUTCSI.

— DX TbI, MJIBIII, — CKa3aJI IPHHI], — O TOM 3HaTh TeOe He3aueM, — M MOCKaKaJl Jajiblile, Jaxke He
OTJISIHYBIINCh.

Ho kap;iuk ero 3akoJioBaJl, ¥ IPHUHIT TOXE IOMas, Kak U ero Opar, B TOPHOE YIIEeJIbe U He MOT ABUHYThCS
HM Ha3aJl, HU Briepel. Tak-To OHO OBIBAET C JIIObMH BBICOKOMEPHBIMU !

He BopoTuiics Ha3al ¥ CpeAHUI ChIH, ¥ BBI3BAJICS TOT/IA MATU HA TIOUCKH KHUBOW BOJbI MJIAJILINIA ChIH, U
MIPULLUIOCH KOPOJIIO B KOHLIE KOHIIOB €0 OTITYCTHTb.

[ToBcTpeyasn MeHbIION MPUHI] KapJrKa, U TOT CHPOCUII €ro TOXe, Ky/a 3T0O OH Tak Toponutcs. I1puHi
OCTaHOBUJI KOH$I, TIOTOBOPUJI C KAPJIMKOM, OTBETHUJI €My Ha BOIIPOC M CKa3aJl:

— 41 vy KUMBYIO BOAY, — OTELl MOH JIEKUT IIPU CMEPTH.

— A THI 3Haelllb, e HaluTH ee”?

— Her, — oTBeTHJI NpHUHL, — HE 3HAIO.

— OTTOrO, YTO THI AEPKHUIIIb CE0s1 KK CIIEAYET U He YBAHUIILCS, KaK TBOM JIMLIEMEpHbIEe OpaThs, 51 YKaKy
TeOe 10pory, Kak K JKMBOW Boje 100paThcsi. DTa BOAA TEUET U3 POJHUKA BO JBOPE 3aKOJIOBAHHOTO
3aMKa. Ho Thl Tyza mpoOparthbCsi He CMOKelllb, €CJIH s He JaM TeOe JKeJe3HOTo MPYTUKa U JBYX MaJICHbKUX
KOBpIKeK xJieda. Thl yaph TeM IPYTUKOM TPYIK/IBI B KeJIe3HbIe BOPOTA 3aMKa, M OHH TOT/Ia
pacnaxHyTcsI; JIeXkaT Ha JBOpe JBa JIbBa, OHU Pa3HHYT MacTh, HO €CJIU Thl OPOCHUIIIb KaXKJOMY M3 HUX IO
KOBPYJKKE, OHU OyIyT MOJTYaTh; HO Thl HE MEIIKai, Ha0epy ceOe JKUBOI BOJbI, TIOKA HE MPOOBET MOJTHOYb,
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a He TO BOPOTA 3aKPOIOTCS M Thl OKAXKEIIIbCSI TAM B3aIepTH.
[ToGnarogapuit ero MpUHIL, B3sUT MPYTUK U KOBPYKKH U IBUHYJICS C TEM B IyTh-H0pory. Korma oH nmpuObLt
Tyna, Bc€ ObUIO, KaK CKa3as eMy KapJiK. BopoTa pacnaxHy/mch Tocjie TPEThero yaapa NpyTHUKOM, |
KOT/1a OH 33/100pWJT JIbBOB XJIeOOM, OH TIPOHUK B 3aMOK U BOIIIEJ B OOJIBIIION NPEKPACHBIH 3aJT; a CUICH B
TOM 3aJjIe 3a4apOBaHHbIe MPUHIILL. [TOCHUMAJT OH y HUX C NaJIbLIEB KOJIBIIA; M JISKATH TYT e Med U XJie0, 1
OH B3sUI MX ¢ co0oii. [ToToM 3a1mies1 oH B KOMHATy, ¥ CTOsIJIa TaM NIpeKpacHas JIeByIIKa. YBHUICB €ro, OHa
o0paoBasiack, MOIEJI0BaIa ero M CKa3alia, 4To OH ee OCBOOOAMII OT 3JIbIX Yap U MOXET Tenepb MOIyIUTh
BCE ee KOPOJIEBCTBO; a €CJIM OH BEPHETCS Uepe3 TOJl Ha3all, TO OHHU OTIIPA3IHYIOT ¢ HUM cBaapOy. [ToTrom
OHa CKazaJsia emy, IJic POJHUK C KUBOW BOJIOW, HO YTO JIOJUKEH OH TOPOIUTLCS U HaOpaTh U3 HErO BOJIbI,
npexe YeM npoObeT MoHOYb. [1ormesn mpuHII Aajblie, 3alel, HaKOHell, B KOMHATY, TJie CTOsuIa
KpacuBasi, TOJIbKO YTO MOCTEJIEHHAsI KPOBaTh; a ObUI OH YTOMJICH U 3aX0OTEJIOCh €My HEMHOT'O OTIOXHYTb.
OH Jier 1 yCHYJI; a KOT/ia IIPOCHYJICS, MpoOuyIo Oe3 YeTBepTH ABeHaaaTh. OH BCKOUMII B HCITyTe, TOOEKAI
K POJIHMKY, 3a4€pPITHYJI BOJIBI B KYOOK, UTO CTOSIT TaM, U TIOCHICIIHI cCKopee YiTH. TOIBKO OH BBIIIIEN 3a
BOPOTa, KaK pa3 MPOOWJIO IBEHAIIATh, ¥ BOPOTA 3aXJIOMHYJIMCH TaK CHIILHO, UYTO OTOPBAJIA €My KYCOK
IIATKNA.

Ho emy ObUIO pajOCTHO U BeCeJIo, YTO JOCTAJ OH KUBOW BOJIBI, M OH OTHpaBUIICS TIOMOM. [Tpuiiiock emy
TIPOXOJIUTH OISITh MUMO KapJiMKa. YBUE KapjMK Med 1 XJ1eO U TOBOPUT:

— To1 10OBLT 1151 ceOs1 BeTMKOe OJ1aro: STUM MEYOM Thl MOXKEIIIb pa30HTh 11eJI0e BOMCKO, a 3TOro Xjieda
TeOe Oy/eT HEBIOeI.

He 3axores nmpuHIT TIOMO# BO3BpaIaThcsi 0e3 CBOMX OpaTheB ¥ TOBOPHT:

— Muutblii KapaMK, He MOXKEIllb JIM Thl MHE CKa3aTh, IJe HaX0IATCsI Mou 00a Opata? OHM OTIPABUIIUCH 32
’KUBOW BOJIOW M HA3aJl IO CHX IOP HE BEPHYJIHCh.

— OHM cHIAT B3aNepTu MEXKAy ABYMsI TOpaMu, — CKa3asl KapJKK, — s TaM UX 3aKOJIJ0BaJI, OTTOTO YTO
ObLIM OHU TaKWe HaJIMEHHBIC.

CraJ1 npyHI ynpamyBaTh KapjauKa v MPOCUII €ro JO TeX Mop, MoKa TOT ux He Bbimyctuil. Ho kapiuk ero
npeIocTeper M CKasal:

— Thl ux Geperuck, y HUX 3J10€ Ceplle.

SlBunmck ero OpaThsi, OH 0OpaIOBAJICS UM M paccKaszall, YTo C HUM ObUIO, — KaK HaIllesl OH )KUBYIO BOIY,
YTO HaOpas ee MOJIHbINA KyOOK U OCBOOOMII PEKPACHYIO TIPUHIIECCY; UTO OyJEeT OHA ero k/1aTh Leblid
roJl, a TOTOM OHM OTHPA3JHYIOT CBaIb0Y M OH MOJYYUT OOJIBIIOE KOposieBCTBO. [ToToM noexaim oHu
BMeCTe U MONaJIM B TAKyI0 CTPaHy, Iie ObUIM BOMHA U TOJIOJ, U KOPOJIb TOM CTPaHBI JyMaJ, 4TO eMy
NIPUJIETCS TPONAJaTh, TaK ObLIA BEJIMKA OMACHOCTD. Tor/ia Mpuies K TOMy KOPOJIO ITPUHIL, AaJl eMy
xJ1e0a, U KOpPOJIb HAKOPMUJI STUM XJIEOOM BCE CBOE KOPOJICBCTBO; JaJl TPUHIL €My Med, — OH Pa3rpOMUIT
UM BOIICKO BParoB M MOT C TOW TIOPHI ’KUTh B MUPE U CIIOKOWCTBUM. B3su1 ipuHIT Ha3al cBOi XJied 1 Med,
U Tpoe OpaTheB ABUHYJIUCH Aajblie. Ho mpuiuiock UM MoObIBaTh €Ille B JBYX CTpaHaX, I/ie apuid BOWHA
¥ TOJIOJT; ¥ TIPHMHI] JaBaJl KOPOJISIM KaKJIBIA pa3 CBOM XJie® ¥ Me4, — U TaK OH CIac TpH cTpaHsl. [ToTom
cesii OpaThst HAa KOpadJIb U MOTLJIBUIU TI0 MOPIO.

Hoporo¥i crapime OpaThsi TOBOPSAT IPYT OPYTY:

— Benb MeHbI110# OpaT Halles KUBYIO BOJY, @ HE Mbl; OTEIl OT/IACT MY 3a 9TO BCe KOPOJIEBCTBO, @ OHO 110
NpaBy NPUHAUICKUT HAM, OH OTHIMET y HAC Hallle CYaCThe.

W oHu nmopemmii eMy OTOMCTHTh M YCJIOBUJIMCH MEsKIy co0oi Miaiiero 6para noryouts. OHu BeIOpain
BpeMsi, KOT/Ia OH KPETKO YCHYJI, BRUIMJIM KUBYIO BOIY M3 KyOKa, 3a0pam ee ceOe, a eMy HaJIWIN B KyOOK
TOPbKOW MOPCKOU BOJIBI.

BepHynuchk oHM TOMOIA, ¥ TTPUHEC MJIA/IIIANA CBIH OOJTBHOMY KOPOJIIO CBOM KYOOK, YTOOBI TOT BBIITUI U3
Hero u craj Obl 310poB. HO TOJBKO OTIMII OH HEMHOTO TOPHKOM MOPCKOM BOJIBI, pa300JIesics ellle myiie
npexHero. Cta oH Ha 00JIe3Hb KAJIOBAThCS; TOTIA SIBIJIMCH K HEMY CTapIie CHIHOBbSI, HAUaJIN
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MUT/IIEro OOBUHSATH, OYITO XOTEJ OH OTLA OTPABUTh; PUHECIIU €My HACTOSIIEN )KUBOW BObI U MOJAIN
eMy HanuThcs. TOJIBKO OH OTIMJI TOW BOJIBI, KaK TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OOJIE3HB Y HETO MPOIILIa U CTaJl OH
CHJIbHBIM M 3[J0POBBIM, KAKUM OBUT B MOJIOJIbIE TOJIBI.

[Tpurmm crapive OpaThst K MJIaJIIEMy, CTaTd HaJl HAM HACMEXaThCsl U TOBOPSIT:

— XOT$ Thl )KUBYIO BOJlY M HAIlleJl M y’K KaK CTapaJicsl, a Harpaay-To 3a 3To Noxydum Mbl. Hago Obu1o
OBITH TeOE MOYMHEN M CMOTPETh B 00a; MbI ee y TeOst 3a0pau, Korja Thl YCHYJT Ha Kopaoiie, a uepe3 roj
OJIMH U3 HaC BO3bMET ce0e U MpeKpacHylo KoposeBHy. Ho cmoTpu, 6eperuch, Hac He BblIai; Beb OTeI]
TeOe He BEPHT, M €CJIM ThI CKaXeIllb XOTh CJIOBO, MOTUIATUIILCS JKU3HBIO, a Oy/Ielb MOTJaTh, TO MBI TeOsI
MIOMUJTYEM.

PasraeBasicst crapblii KOpOJib Ha MJIAJIIIETO ChIHA: OH IMTOBEPHJI, YTO TOT 3aMBIIIUISUT €ro MoryouTs. U Benen
OH coOpaTh MPUIBOPHBIX, YTOO €r0 CyJUTh, U OBUIO PELICHO ero TalHO MPUCTPENUTh. Briexan npuHIl pas
Ha OXOTY, HUYEro He MoJI03peBast IypHOro, U OTIIPABUJICS C HUM BMECTe KOPOJIEBCKUIA erepb. OHI
OUYTHJIKCh B JIECY COBEPIIEHHO OJHH, BUJ y erepsi ObUI TAKOH I'PYCTHBIN, U BOT TOBOPHUT €My IPHHIL;:

— Yro ¢ ToOO¥, MUJIBIT MOW erepb?

A erepb OTBEYaeT:

— OO0 3TOM CcKa3aTh s HE CMEI0, a BCe-TaKM JOJIKEH.

A TIpuHI] TOBOPUT:

— A TBI Bce MHE CKaXH, s TeOs TIPOIITy.

— AX, — OTBETUJI erepb, — si BaC JOJUKEH yOUTh, MHE MTPUKA3aJl 3TO KOPOJIb.

Wcnyrancs npuHIL ¥ TOBOPUT:

— Muiblii erepb, OCTaBb MEHS B JKHBBIX; 51 JaM TeOe CBOI0 KOPOJIEBCKYIO O/ICKIY, a Thl Iall MHE B3aMEH
ee CBOIO IIPOCTYIO.

— 41 9T0 OXOTHO cAenal, — cKas3all erepb, — BCE PABHO 51 CTPEJISATh ObI B BAC HE MOT.

U o oOMeHsuTMCh ofiek1aMu. BopoTuiicst erepb IOMOA, a TPUHIT HArpaBwiICs gaibiie B jec. CrycTs
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl MPUOBLIO K CTApOMY KOPOJIIO AJIsl €r0 MJIA/IIIETO ChiHA TPY MIOBO3KH 30J10Ta U
JParolieHHbIX KaMHEe; a ObUTM OHU TIPUCIIAHBI TPEMS KOPOJISIMH, UTO Pa3OMIA CBOMX BParoB MEYOM
MIPUHIIA U HAKOPMUJIM CBOM KOPOJIeBCcTBa ero xyiebom. [Togyman crapoiii Koposib: «HeykTo MOU ChbIH HU B
YeM He MOBUHEH ?» — U CKa3aJl CBOUM CIIyram:

— Ecnum 6b1 cbiH MOM ocTtasics B xkuBbIx! Kak s jxaieio, yTo npukasai ero youTb.

— OH ellle )KUB, — CKa3aJ erepb, — s HE MOT' OCUJIMTh CBOET'0O Cep/ilia U BHIMIOJHUTD Ballle IPUKa3aHbe,
— ¥ OH paccKazaj KOpoJlio Bce, Kak ObLIO.

C0BHO KaMeHb CBJIMJICS C Cep/lla KOPOJisi, U OH IIPUKAa3aJl OTMIOBECTUThH [0 BCEM KOPOJIEBCTBAM, UTO ChIH
€ro MOKeT BEepHYTbCsI Ha3a] U OyJeT UM JIACKOBO TPUHSIT.

KoposneBHa Besena mpoJiokuTh Tepel CBOMM 3aMKOM JIOPOTY, Jia 9To0 Oblla OHa BCS 30J10Tas, OyecTsimas,
U CKa3ajla CBOUM JIIOJSIM, YTO KTO 110 JOPOre Toi OyIeT CKakaTh IPsIMO K Hel, TOT U €CTh €€ HACTOSIIUI
KEHUX, U €r0 JIOJDKHBI ITPOMYCTUTh, & KTO OyJIeT eXaTh OKOJILHOM TPOTIOI0, TOT He HACTOSIIIHN KEHNX, U
YTOO OHU €ro He BITYyCKAaJIH.

Bot nogonuio Bpemsi, ¥ crapiiuii OpaT nmoayMall, yTo HaJo CKOpee CIeNIUTh K KOPOJIeBHE U BbLIATh ceOst
3a ee U30aBUTEIsA, M TOTJa OH BO3bMET ee ceOe B )KEHbI U MOJIyYHT ellle KOPOJIEeBCTBO B npuauy. OH
BbIEXaJI U, TOAbE3Kasl K 3aMKY, YBUJEJ MPEKPACHYIO 30JI0TYIO IOPOTy M nojayman: «Kak *kajb ckakaTh 1O
TaKoOM JI0pore», U OH CBEPHYJI C Hee U MoexaJ MPaBoil CTOPOHOM, o odounHe. OH nogbexas K BOpoTam,
HO JTIOJIV CKa3aJIi €My, YTO OH HEHACTOSIIINHI JKeHUX U MyCTh, MOJI, ye3KaeT cede orcioa. Bckope mocne
TOrO COOpaJICs B MyTh-IOPOTY BTOPOH MPHHIL; OH MObEXal K 30JI0TOM JOpOre, U TOJIBKO CTYNUJI KOHb Ha
Hee KOITBITOM, TPUHII HoayMall: «7Kaiko Takylio 10pory cOMBaTh», M CBEPHYJI, TOEXaJl JIEBOM CTOPOHOM, IO
obounHe. [Togbexana oH K BOpOTaM, HO JIIOJU CKa3aJIH, YTO OH HEHACTOSIIUI KEHUX, ITyCKai, MoJ1, cede
ye3kaeT otciona. Kak pa3 ucroiHwuiIcs Tof1, U coOpajicsi BhIeXaTh U3 JIECY K CBOSH BO3IIOOIEHHOM
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MEHBIIIOW OpaT, YToO BMecTe ¢ Hell pa3BesATh cBoe rope. CoOpacst OH B IMyTh-I0OPOTY U BCE AyMaJl TOJIBKO
PO KOPOJIEBHY, U TaK XOTEJIOCh eMy OBITh IOCKOPEE C HEl0, YTO He 3aMETHJI OH BOBCE TOM 30JI0TOM
noporu. [Tockakas ero KOHb IPSIMO TIOCEPEIMHE; BOT OH TMOIbEXaJ K BOPOTaM, PaclaxHyJIMCh BOPOTa, U
PaIOCTHO BCTPETHJIA €ro KOPOJIEBHA U CKa3asia, YTO OH — ee M30aBHUTEIb U BCeMY KOPOJIEBCTBY XO35MH; U
OTIpa3/IHOBAIM CBab0Y B BEJIMKOM Becelbe M pagocTu. Korna cBaieOHbIl Mup 3aKOHYMIICS, OHA CKa3asia
€My, 4TO ero OTell ITpUIJIaIaeT ero K cede u nporaet. OH moexas K OTIly M paccKasai eMy 000 BceM —
KaKk 0OMaHyJIu ero OpaThs M KaK MPUIILIOCh MY MPH 3TOM Motdath. CTapblii KOPOJIb XOTEN UX Ka3HUTH,
HO OHH CeJIi Ha KOpalJib M YIUIBUIM 32 MOPE ¥ C TOU MOPbI TAK HA3a/] U HE BEPHYJIHCh.
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